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In one aspect of it, the antagonism between
the subject and the object in self-consciousness is
not the easiest, but the most difficult, of all antagon-
isms to reconcile, just because the opposites are
not external to each other, but brought together in
the essential unity of one life. Is not the greatest
of all divisions our division against ourselves, the
most violent of all conflicts the battle we have to
wage with ourselves ? What are the struggles of
opposing forces in the outward world to the struggle
of the solitary spirit with itself? When the soul
withdraws itself from its conflict with the worj.^,
does it not often find a worse enemy within,, thw
it had ever to face without? If we take self-con-
sciousness in its concrete form, we soon discover
that in it the universal or spiritual nature of man
is at war with the special feelings and desires of
the individual If, on the other hand, we endeavour
with the Stoic to purge self-consciousness, from all
that is particular, to raise it above all the per-
ceptions and desires that belong to the individual
as such, and to identify it with a universal reason
which seeks to know and to realise nothing but
reason itself, we find that it becomes emptied of all
content or meaning whatsoever, except that which it
derives from the very particular consciousness it rejeetk
Hence by a necessary dialectical transition the Stoic's
pride or consciousness of inward strength passes into